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sides of the aisle to work together to 
pass the long-term extension of the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 

178,000 Pennsylvania children rely on 
CHIP to get their healthcare, thou-
sands of them in my own district. It is 
a bipartisan program, and for decades 
it has continued to earn bipartisan sup-
port. 

The House did its job last month, 
passing a 5-year extension of the pro-
gram, and I am grateful for Chairman 
WALDEN and his leadership and support 
for CHIP. But just a few minutes ago, 
the House passed an extension through 
March, and that is good, but it is not 
good enough. 

Unless the House and Senate can 
reach a real agreement, Pennsylva-
nians and their children will again face 
the prospect of losing their care, and it 
isn’t right to jeopardize kids in the 
name of partisan bickering. 

We have done a lot on the agenda 
this week: tax reform for the middle 
class, keeping the government open, 
important tasks. But CHIP is impor-
tant, too, and I say to my friends on 
both sides of the aisle: Don’t let this 
become a bargaining chip. Get it done. 

f 

CALIFORNIA IS ABLAZE 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, right now, 
my home State of California is ablaze, 
and the communities of Idyllwild, 
Anza, and Mountain Center in my dis-
trict are still bruised from the 2013 
wildfires and are on high alert for the 
next fire. 

Today, we passed my bill and deliv-
ered a win for our firefighters and vic-
tims of fires by increasing Federal 
funding to recover, rebuild, prevent fu-
ture fires, and keep communities safe. 

The 2013 Mountain Fire in my dis-
trict burned over 27,000 acres, de-
stroyed homes, and cost over $25 mil-
lion. I worked with Cal Fire, Idyllwild 
Fire Protection District, and Mountain 
Communities Fire Safe Council to au-
thor the bipartisan Wildfire Prevention 
Act, which will deliver tens of millions 
of dollars to recover, rebuild, prevent 
future fires, and keep our communities 
safe. 

This bill puts people above partisan-
ship and solutions above ideology to 
improve the lives of the people we 
serve. It makes government work for 
the people. 

Thank you to these incredible local 
partners for working with me to de-
liver this pragmatic solution for the 
district and for the community. 

f 

TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am grateful that President 

Donald Trump and congressional Re-
publicans are delivering on the first 
meaningful tax cuts in a generation. 
These tax cuts are in the tradition of 
Ronald Reagan, allowing American 
families to keep more of their hard- 
earned paychecks and creating jobs. 

Over 80 percent of hardworking 
American families will keep more of 
their own money. As early as Feb-
ruary, American families will see more 
of their own money revealed in their 
paychecks. 

Additionally, by lowering the cor-
porate tax to 21 percent, American 
businesses will become more competi-
tive overseas and jobs will be created, 
such as Nephron Pharmaceuticals, led 
by Lou and Bill Kennedy of Cayce. 

I am grateful for the success of 
Speaker PAUL RYAN, Chairman KEVIN 
BRADY, and all House Republicans in 
delivering tax cuts for American fami-
lies. In the words of the great Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan: ‘‘Whenever we 
lower our tax rates, our entire Nation 
is better off.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

I want to thank Ambassador Nikki 
Haley for standing tall with President 
Donald Trump for recognizing Jeru-
salem as the capital of Israel. 

God Bless Guatemala, courageously 
led by President Jimmy Morales, for 
being a friend of America today in the 
United Nations. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL 
STUDIES 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, our public 
schools and public universities are es-
sential for economic growth and edu-
cating future generations. 

But knowledge alone is not enough. 
Our Nation’s future depends on innova-
tive ideas, and innovative ideas require 
diverse people working together. In the 
public schools and public universities 
across the country, educators are help-
ing foster diverse ideas through cul-
tural studies. 

One such educator, Dr. Antoinette 
Ellis-Williams of New Jersey City Uni-
versity, has used poetry, film, scholar-
ship, and service as a way to help 
young people explore issues that affect 
women and minorities. She has spent 
her career helping public university 
students understand the experiences of 
marginalized communities in the 
United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Dr. Ellis- 
Williams and cultural studies edu-
cators like her for helping future lead-
ers develop the knowledge and wisdom 
to work together for a better future. 
She has been an asset to educating 
young people in the State of New Jer-
sey for years, and I commend her. 

RECOGNIZING CONGRESSIONAL 
APP CHALLENGE WINNER FROM 
ARKANSAS’ SECOND CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Congressional App 
Challenge winner from Arkansas’ Sec-
ond Congressional District, Anne Li. 

Currently a sophomore at Central 
High School in Little Rock, Anne as-
pires to major in computer engineering 
and has the goal of pursuing a career in 
programming. 

STEM education is education for the 
future, and having serious skills in 
computer programming and coding 
open up tremendous opportunities for 
our youth. It gives them the skills to 
compete in a 21st century job market 
as well as the skills to act on their 
imagination and engage in their entre-
preneurial exploration. 

I wish Anne the very best as she con-
tinues her studies at Central High 
School and beyond in this critical field. 

As a member of the Congressional 
STEM Education Caucus and the dad of 
a STEM student at the university, I 
want to continue to support the growth 
of STEM education throughout Arkan-
sas and America. 

f 

SAVE NET NEUTRALITY 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, last week the FCC 
abdicated its responsibility to serve 
the public interest and put at risk the 
free and open internet that we have all 
come to depend on when its three Re-
publican commissioners voted to repeal 
the Obama-era net neutrality protec-
tion. 

Net neutrality keeps access to the 
internet equal for everyone. It protects 
free speech. It protects equal access to 
the marketplace of ideas. It has been 
the fundamental principle underpin-
ning the massive innovation and oppor-
tunity that the internet has unleashed. 
But that is all at risk now. 

Fortunately, Congress has a say. I 
am proud to support Congressman 
MIKE DOYLE’s resolution to overturn 
the FCC’s decision and restore our net 
neutrality protections. I also believe 
the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee should investigate 
the reports and allegations of fraudu-
lent public comments. 

Repealing net neutrality will inhibit 
innovation, stifle competition, and 
threaten free speech. It is time for Con-
gress to overturn this decision. 

f 

HONORING AMY WRIGHT, 2017 CNN 
HERO OF THE YEAR 

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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